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differences in the racial composition of the electorate are primarily reflected only 
in the House of Representatives. 

Looking first at gender, we observe that the gap in presidential voting has 
existed since at least the 1980 presidential election. Its magnitude has varied 
over time, but the greater success of Democrats in attracting women voters (and 
Republicans in garnering support from men) has persisted. (In 2012, exit polls 
indicated that Obama led 55-44 among women voters, and Romney had a 52-45 
edge among men.) A corresponding, and seemingly large, gender gap developed 
a decade later in Congress and likewise shows no sign of abating. The number of 
women House members and senators for each party remained low and in relative 
parity until 1990. As the data in Figure 18-1 demonstrate, beginning with the 
1990 election (102nd Congress) and then after the “Year of the Woman” election 
in 1992, the number of women Democrats in the House increased markedly while 
there were only very modest increases among Republicans. With the exceptions 
of the 104th and the 112th Congresses when Democrats suffered substantial seat 
losses, the Democrats have increased the number of women House members in 
nearly every election. For most of the time, the Democrats have held a 2:1 or 
greater advantage in terms of the number of women. And in 2012, the Democrats 
increased their number of women House members by ten from the start of the 
previous Congress to a record high of 58, 29 percent of all House Democrats. 
Meanwhile women are only 9 percent of the House Republican Conference in 
the 113th Congress. 
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Figure 18-1  �Women House Members by Party, 98th–113th Congresses


